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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

L i sting of Cla ims: 

1. (Currently amended) A method of web logging using an instant message (I VI) system, 

the method comprising: 

identifying, to an IM host system, an interactive software agent that has a screen name 
and is configured to receive and respond to IMs from users of the IM host system: 

maintau^ memory stor age devi ce , data that recorcls,M^lcMio.D.s 

between indi vidual web logs within a collection of multip le web lo gs and c orresponding user 
identifiers th ayu^sso^ the individual web logs; 

receiving, at the interactive software agent, an IM from an IM sender that is addressed to 
the screen name for the interactive software agent and that includes content that is to be added to 
a web log associated with the IM sender; 

in response to receiving the IM from the IM sender that is addressed to the screen name 

for the interactive software agent: 

detemii ning that the IM includes co n tent that is to b e added to a weh_jog: 
identifying, from among the users of the IM host system and based on the IM, the 
IM sender as the IM user who sent the IM; 

Bfoeess im * th e IM to d e termine i P 4te4M4ffirkKtes contend th*HfMo4>e-adt{tH4-K^H 





based on having identified the IM sender as the IM user who sent the I-Mt IM: 



accessing the da ta that reco r ds the associations between th e indtyiduaU^b 



logs and the corresponding u ser identifie r s thai are associated ^ 



web logs. 
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comparing a user identifier corre spo nding to the [M send er jojujeast 
some ofthe user identifiers withi n the accessed data , and 

HtefH*4y*ftgr-^^ a c o lle c - tion of web -legs? hascdjyi rcsuUsjaf 

comparin gjl]^^^ U) tlu > IM scnderjojh^ffr 

identifiers within the acc e ssed data, identifying, from amon g the collectiojiof^vch 
logs, a web log as being associated with the IM sender; f [and]] 
based on having kkarttf^ tho IM sender u s thg4M4*s^^ 
on d e term ining d etermine d that the IM includes content that is to be added to a weh k+g 
assee^^vftfH hc IM se ndee log and based-eft a s a consequence of having identified the 
web log as being associated with the IM sender, dete rmining that the weh log identified 
as being associated with the IM sender is th e web log, from among th e coHecti^ojLu^ 
logs, to w hich the content in cluded in the [M is to be added; an d 

based on havi ng de t cmiined that t he identified web log is the web log to which 
the conte nt included in the IM is to be added, adding the content included in the I'M that 

sender to the web log identified as being associated with the IM sender. 

2. (Original) The method of claim I , wherein the web log is displayed in a web page 
publicly accessible through the Internet. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the displayed web log is password 
protected. 



4. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the web log is a regularly updated online 
journal including information of interest to an author of the web log. 



Applicant : John Panzer 

Serial No. : 10/747,677 

Filed : December 30, 2003 

Page : 4 of 2 6 



Attorney's Docket No.: 0()9?5- 
0442001 .' Communications 94 



5. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein adding the content included in 
the IM to the web log identified as being associated with the IM sender includes formatting the 
content included in the I'M as a web log entry. 

6. (Previously presented) The method of claim 5, wherein formatting the content 
included in the IM as a web log entry includes time stamping the entry. 

7. {Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein each of the users of the IM 
host system is identifiable to the IM host system by a unique screen name. 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 7, w here in where in: 

the use r id entifier corresp on ding to the IM sender is a unique sc reen name oHhe_jM 



identifying, from among the users of the IM host system, the IM sender as the IM user 
who sent the IM includes identifying the IM sender as the IM user [[that]] who sent the IM based 
on the unique screen name of the IM sender. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8, wherein wherein: 
maintaining, in a compute r memory stora g e devic e, data that records .associations 
betw een individua l web logs within a collecnit^ 

identifiers tha t are associated wit h t he individu al we b logs includes main taining, m th e computer 
memory s torage device, data th at records ass ociation s between individual vvdija^s witjmihc 
col lect ion of mul nple ^ screen name s that are ass QCJiUM wiUi 

the individua l we b logs; 

coniparing a us er identifier corre spondin g to the IM sender to at least some of the user 
identifiers within the acces sed data includes comparin g th e uniq ue screen name cMjhe j \l_sender 
to at least som e of the uni que scr een n a mes that are associated with the incii v i d u a 1 web jogs Land 




sender; and 
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identifying the web log associated with the IM sender as being associated with the IM 
sender Hw^knss-qti erying a database with th e-uniqtte sc re en n ame of the IM se n d e e incl udes 
identifying the web log assoc iated with the IM sender as being a sso ciated with the IM sender 
based on results of co mparing the unique screen n ame of the I'M sender to the un ique screen 
names within the ac cessed data. 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8, wherein identifying the web log 
associated with the IM sender as being associated with the IM sender includes: 

determining that two or more web logs are associated with the IM sender; and 
prompting the IM sender to identify one of the two or more web lo^s in response to 
determining that two or more web logs are associated with the IM sender. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 10, where*-* wherein: 
maintaining, in a computer m emory s torage dev ice, data that r ecords ass ociations 

be twee n indi vidual web lo g s w ithin a collect ion of multiple web lo gs and corresp onding us er 
identiliers that are associa te d with the individual web logs includes m aintaining, in ijicLcomiMgr 
m emory storage de vic e , data that record s associations betwee n individual web ^ 
collection of multiple web lo g s an d corresponding unique screen names that are associated with 
the individ ual web Jo^s; 

comp aring' a user iden ti fier correspond ing to the IM sender to at least some of the user 
identifiers w ithin the accessed da ja jncjjy^ nam e oj LUjeiM sender 

to at least som e of the unique sc r een names that ar e associat ed with the individual web lo.gs^and 

determining that the IM sender is associated with two or more web logs twelves 
que rying a database-wMuhe- unique s cr ee n name of th e IM -semtef-. include s dcicrmin ing t hat the 
IM sender is associated w ith t wo or more web l ogs based on results of comparing tjicjjmciue 
screen name o f the IM se nder to th e unique sc r een names within th e accessed data,, 

12. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
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after adding the content included in the I'M to the web log identified as being associated 
with the IM sender, generating a reply message to the IM sender, the reply message indicating 
that the content included in the IM was successfully added to the web log identified as being 
associated with the IM sender as a web log entry; and 

sending the reply message to the IM sender. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein generating a reply message includes 
identifying the type of communications device used to send the IM. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein generating the reply message comprises 
doing so according to the capabilities of the communications device used io send the IM. 

15. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 3, wherein generating the reply 
message includes generating a reply message that includes a notification that the IM sender can 
append one or more additional web log entries to. the web log entry. 

16. (Previously presented) The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

receiving a new IM that includes additional content to append to the web log entry; and 
appending the additional content included in the new I M to the web log entry. 

17. (Previously presented) The method of claim 12, wherein generating the reply 
message includes generating a reply message that includes a notification that the IM sender can 
edit the web log entry. 

IS. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the interactive software 
agent includes software configured to process messages received for inclusion in web log pages 
displayed on the Internet. 



• 
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19. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1. wherein the interactive software 
agent includes software configured to identify individual ones of the users of the IM host system 
on the basis of unique screen names associated with each of the multiple users. 

20. (Currently amended) A method of enabling web logging using an instant message 
(I'M) agent, the method comprising: 

identifying an IM software agent to an IM host system; 

ma int aining, in a computer m emory storage dev ice, data that records associatio ns 
be tween individual web logs within a collection of multiple web lo gs and correspond ing umque 
screen names that are a ssoci ated with the individual web lo gs; 

receiving, at the IM software agent, an IM from one IM user of multiple IM users, 
wherein each of the multiple IM users is identifiable to the IM host system under a unique screen 
name; and 

in response to receiving the IM from the one IM user: 

det ermining tha t the IM includ es content tha t is to be added t o a wch log; 
identifying, from among the multiple IM users, the one IM user as the IM user 
who sent the I'M based on the IM and a unique screen name of the one IM user; 

pHreees hig the IM t o-de i e rmin e i f the IM iireluttes-eom^^ 
w e b log associate d-with the one lM4iseri 

based on having identified the one IM user as the IM user who sent the IM.- IM: 

accessing the data that records th e associ ations betw een the individual web 
l ogs and the corres ponding unique screen nam es that are associat ed with the 
indi vidual web logs, 

co mparing the unique scre e n name of the o ne IM user to at least some o f 
the unique scree n na mes within the ac cessed, cku^and 

based on results of comparing the unique screen name of the one IM user 
to the unique screen names within the acc essed data, identifying, from among 
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[fa]] the collection of web logs, a web log as being associated with the one IM 
user; -ami user; 

based on having kteH#ftetj4he- on e IM u s er a s the -IM u se r who se m4he4Mr based 
^det e rmi ni n g determined that the IM includes content that is to be added to a web Jog 
asseei-aied wi th th e one IM u se r, Jog and ba sed on as a consequence o f having identified 
the web log as being associated with the one IM user, determining that the web jog 
identified as being a ss ociate d with the one IM user is t he web log, from among the 
collec tion of we b logs, to w hich the con tent included in the I M is to be added; and 

based o n having determ ined that the identi fled web log is the web log to wjiich 

the content: i ncluded in the IM is to be added, adding the content included in the IM th-at 

W as^kHermir^ 

user to the web log identified as being associated with the one IM user. 

21 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 20, wherein receiving an IM comprises 
receiving an IM from the one IM user and addressed to a common IM software agent used by 
other IM users. 

22. (Previously . presented) The method of claim 20, wherein the web log is uniquely 
associated with the one IM user. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 20, further comprising displaying the web log in a 
web page publicly accessible through the Internet. 

24. (Currently amended) The method of claim 20, wherein identifying the web log as 
being associated with the one IM user includes: 

querying -a-da labaso with the un ique-sereefw^ 

feeeivi ng query re sults identifying all web logs associated with the unique screen name of 
the one IM user; and 
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if two or more web logs are associated with the one IM user, prompting the one 1M user 
to identify one of the two or more web logs. 

25. (Previously presented) The method of claim 24, wherein prompting the one i VI user 
to identify one ofthe two or more web logs includes sending a reply IM to the one IM user, (he 
reply IM identifying all ofthe web logs associated with the one IM user. 

26. (Currently amended) A method of adding entries to a web log through an instant 
message (IM) system, the method comprising: 

identifying an interactive software agent to an IM host system under a particular screen 

name; 

maintaining in a comp uter memory storage de v ice , dat a thai reco rds associations 
between individual web logs withi n a collecti on o f multiple web lo gs and con;_es^ 
identifiers that are a ssociated with the individual web logs; 

receiving an IM addressed to the particular screen name, wherein the IM may be from 
anv of at least two users identifiable to the IM host system; and 

in response to receiving the IM addressed to the particular screen name: 

determining that the IM includes content thai is to he added to a web I og; 
determining, based on the IM. which one ofthe at least two users sent the I VI : 
I>r(>eessmg4l^ 
web-^^g-ass oc i at o d with t he us er-wb o sen t th e IM; 

• based on having determined the user who sent the +M-; IM: 

ac cessing the data that records the associ ations between the individual web 
logs and the c orres ponding user identifier s that are assoc iated with the individual 
web lo gs, 

compari ng a user ide ntifi er corres ponding to t he use r deter m ined to have 
sent the IM to a t lea st some ofthe user jde ntj^ 
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based on results of compar ing the user identifier corre s ponding to the user 
det ermined to h av e sent the 1 M to the us er identifiers w ith in the ac cessed data, 

..it, „.jv, .,wi j mii n--.--.V ~ IT ' 1 - - ~ - " 11-1 .- ■ ■.— ^ in ■ I II fn i i ii .iijiin. | _ _->»»im-h» in^l-iT- ...-..^m....--..^ l ■ I «n» . '' i«W -- . . .1 . . 

identifying, from among [fa]] the collection of web logs, a web log as being 
associated with the user [[who]] determi ne d to have sent the IM; Hand]] 
based on having ktmH-tleii the weh -kvg as -^eH^SrSoetat-ett- w i th th e u s e r - w ho sent 
the4M-aHd-ka s o d on d e termining determin ed that the IM includes content that is to be 
added to [[the]] a web Weg log asseeia ted with the user wh o sent t heTM-; and as a 
conse quence of hav ing identified the web log as bein g associated with the user 
determine d t o have sent the IM , detennining t ha t the web log identified as being 
associated wi th the usgLd agH^ 1 1 1 c 

collection of web logs, to w hich the co ntent incl uded in the IM jsjcLbejiMgiLjILj 

bas ed on having determ i ned that the identified web log is the web log,,t(:My,hich 
the co ntent included i n t he IM is to be a dded, adding the content included in the IM (bat 
was d e t e rmined to b e- contont tha t i s to b e-ad4e44e-a- web log a ssoei«ted-wrttvf>^-«^ 
w ho s e nt th e IM to the web log identified as being associated with the user [[who]] 
determine d to have sen! the IM. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 26, wherein the at least two users identifiable to the 
IM host system have access to the IM host system. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 26, further comprising: 
generating a reply to the user who sent the IM ; and 
sending the reply to the user who sent the IM. 

29. (Previously presented) The method of claim 26, wherein the web log identified as 
being associated with the user who sent the IM is displayed in a web page publicly accessible 
through the Internet. 
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30. (Currently amended) A method of enabling web togging using an instant message 
(IM) interactive software agent, the method comprising: 

connecting an IM interactive software agent to an IM host system, the IM interactive 
software agent having an IM screen name; 

maintaini ng, in a computer memory stor age dev ice, data that records asso ciations 
between individual web logs with in a collection of multiple web logs and conx\spondinjMiset; 
identifiers that are associated wit h the individu al web logs; 

receiving a first IM from a first IM user, the first IM being sent to the IM screen name of 
the IM interactive software agent, 

in response to receiving the first IM from the first IM user: 

determining, based on the first IM, that the first IM user sent the first IM, 
determining that the first IM includes content that is to be added to a web leg 
ttsseeixrted-with- the first tM -ttsef? log, 

based on having, determined that the first IM user sent the first (M: ]Mj 

ag£gs^ records th e associations be tween J he indiv idu a I web 

l ogs and the corresponding user identifiers that are associat ed with the i ndividual 
web jogs. 

compar ing a user identifi er c orrespondin g to the first [M user to at least 
some of the user identifiers within t he accessed data, and 

based on results of com pa ring the user identifier c orresponding lojjK jVrst 
IM_user to the user identifiers within the accesse d data, identifying, fro m among 
at least a firs f-web-4og4tf^ 

k>g T the c ollection of web logs, a first web log as being associated with the first 
1 M user—am} user; 

based on hayjng determined that the fi rst IM includes content that is t o be added 
to a web log an d as a consequence of hav in g identified t he first wjb logj^J^n^ 
asspa^ first IM use r, determ ining that the first w eb loR.jsjhejvg^ 

which the c onten t included in the first IM is to he a dded; and 
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adding the content included in the first IM thaf-was- deter min e d to 4*MH >nt en t tha i 
fc^e-be-ad d e d t o a w e b log-asseeiated-wi lh tho first 1M user to the firsi web log based on 
having determined that &e-4^4M-tKie r se nt t he - first IM fcmn g detefm4t^44HvH4H? \\m 
tM4»ehKlefr€eHieiH4 hal " is to b e ^ded-4€HHi¥eb-k>g- aa»ociaied w-iilvthe -first 4M u sei v hh*I 
having ident ified the first web loe as4>eing^soeia^- w i th the first I M user; is ihcjvcb 
loiz to which the content incl ud ed in the first IM is to be added; 

...w4»,.» * ' — " ' ■ ' *"— *" 

receiving a second IM from a second IM user who is different from the first IM user, the 
second IM being sent to the IM screen name of the IM interactive software agent; and 
in response to receiving the second IM from the second IM user: 

determining, based on the second IM. that the second IM user sent the second IM, 

determining that the second IM includes content that is to be added to a web teg 
asseeH*tet^vfHlH^^ jo^ 

based on having determined that the second IM user sent the second IMr IM: 

a ccessing th e data th at record s the associations betw een the in dividual web 

logs and the correspo nding user identifiers that are associated wi th . the jndi vidua i 

web log s. 

co mparing a user identifier correspondi. ng to the s ecoj id. I M u ser to a i lea s 1 
some of the user ide ntifiers w ithin the acce ssed duULand 

ba sed on resu lts of comparin g the user idem^ t h e 

second IM user to the u se r identifiers with in the ac cessed d ata, i d en t i f y i n g, fro n i 
among a4-4eas4-4be-fir-st; web-l og and th o se cond web lo g ? the collect ion of the web 
logs,. a second web log as being associated with the second IM user, an d user, 
based on hav i ng determined tha t thoecjm^ 
ad ded to a web log and as a consequence o f having id e ntifie d the second web log as 
being ass ociated with the s econd IM u ser, d eterm ining that the geem^^ 
log to which the content included in the s econd IM is to be a dded; and 

adding the content included in the second IM tha t wa s d e t ermi n e d to h e co n tent 
ihaH-s-te- b o added t o-a w e b log a s so ci at e d with th e se cond IM u s e r to the second web log 
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based on having determined that the- s e eond IM -user « the second 1 M . h aving 
deteftw-ne d - that the see em!4M4nekide&-ee mert that i s t o-be- add o d t o a we b lo g 
associat ed- w i t^4he-f^^ftd4N4n^er r-atni h a v i ng- i d on t i f i ed the second web log a s being 
assoeiated^ is the web log to which the content incMMill^ 

second IM is to be added. 

31. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the first web log and the second web 
logs are distinct. 

32. (Previously presented) The method of claim 30, further comprising: 

receiving a third I'M from the first IM user, the third IM being sent to the IM screen name 
of the IM interactive software agent; and 

in response to receiving the third IM from the first IM user: 

determining, based on the third IM. that the first IM user sent the third IM, 

determining that the third IM includes content that is to be appended to the 
content included in the first fivl that was added to the first web log. 

based on having determined that the first IM user sent the third IM. identifying, 
from among at least the first web log and the second web log, the first web log as being 
associated with the first IM user, and 

appending the content included in the third I'M that was determined to be content 
that is to be appended to the content included in the first IM that was added to the first 
web log to the content included in the first IM that was added to the first web log based 
on having determined that the first IM user sent the third IM, having determined that the 
third IM includes content that is to be appended to the content included in the first IM 
that was added to the first web log, and having identified the first web log as being 
associated with the first IM user. 
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33. (Previously presented) The method of claim 32, wherein the first IM is received by 
the IM interactive software agent before the third IM. 



34. (Previously presented) A method of creating a web log through an instant message 
(I'M) system, the method comprising: 

logging a web log software agent into an IM system under an IM screen name: 
receiving an IM addressed to the IM screen name of the web log software agent from a 

user logged into the IM system; and 

in response to receiving the IM addressed to the IM screen name of the web log software 



agent: 



identifying, from among a group of users of the IM system and based on the IM. 
the user as havirm sent the IM addressed to the IM screen name of the web log software 



agent. 



determining if the IM addressed to the IM screen name of the web log software 



aeent includes content that is to be added to a web log associated with the user, 

based on having identified the user as having sent the IM addressed to the IM 
screen name of the web log software agent and based on a determination thai the IM 
addressed to the IM screen name of the web log software agent includes content that is to 
be added to a web los associated with the user, determining if the user has a web log; and 
in response to a determination thai the user does not have a web log: 
creatine a web loa for the user; 

adding the IM screen name of the web log software agent lo a buddy list 

associated with the user; and 

adding the content included in the IM that was determined to be content 
that is to be added to a web log associated with the user to the created web log. 



35. (Original) The method of claim 34, wherein the contents of the IM includes text. 
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36. (Original) The method of claim 34, wherein the contents of the IM includes a 



picture. 



37. (Original) The method of claim 34. wherein the contents of the IM includes audio. 

38. (Original) The method of claim 34. wherein the contents of the IM includes video. 

39. (Previously presented) The method of claim 34, wherein adding the IM screen name 
of the web log software agent to a buddy list associated with the user includes making the screen 
name of the web log software agent viewable in the buddy list. 

40. (Previously presented) The method of claim 34, wherein adding the IM screen name 
of the web log software agent to a buddy list associated with the user includes making the screen 
name of the web log software agent persistent in the buddy list. 

41. ( Previously presented ) The method of claim 34, wherein creating a web log for the 
user includes: 

displaying a creation window allowing the user to enter information about the web log; 



and 



storing the information about the web log in a dalabase. 



42. (Original) The method of claim 41, wherein the information about the web log 
includes identification of other users of the IM system as contributing editors on the web log. 



43. (Previously presented) The method of claim 42. wherein the identification of each of 
the contributing editors includes an IM screen name associated with the contributing editor. 
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44. (Previously presented) The method of claim 34 wherein creating a web log for the 
user includes: 

prompting the user for a title to be associated with the web log; 
receiving the title from the user; 

prompting the user for a description to be associated with the web log; and 
receiving the web log description from the user. 

45. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44, wherein prompting the user for a 
title to be associated with the web log and prompting the user for a description to be associated 
with (he web loss involves sending one or more IMs to the user. 

46. (Original) The method of claim 45, wherein the web log title and web log 
description are received through the IM system. 

47. (Previously presented) The method of claim 34, further comprising enabling use of 
the buddy list to visually indicate, the availability of the web log software agent to receive IMs 
from the user. 

48. (Currently amended) A system for enabling web logging by one or more instant 
message (IM) users through an IM software agent, the system comprising: 

an IM software agent identifiable to an IM host system, the IM software agent being 

configured to: 

receive IMs sent by multiple IM users; and 
for a received IM: 

based on the received IM, identify, from among the multiple IM users, an 
IM user who sent the received IM, 

determine if the received IM includes content that is to be added to a web 
tofr^Bseeia t e d with t he-I M user who - sem^her^eeHre<l4^h log, 
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b ased on hav i ng identifie d the I'M user as th e user who se nt the received 

IM: 

acces s data that record s associations between individual web logs 
within a collection of multipl e web logs and co rresponding user u len tificrs 
that are associated with the indi vidual web l ogs. 

compare a user i dentifier correspondin g to th e IM user to at least 
some of the user ide ntifiers within the accesse d data, and 

based on results of co m paring die user identifie r c orresponding to 
the I'M user to the use r id entifiers within the a ccessed data, identify, from 
among [fa]] die collection of web logs, a web log as being associated with 
the IM user who sent the received IM based on traving4 d oniifio d t h e IM 
u ser a s th e u se r who s e nt fo e-feeeived IM, [[and]] 
based on having kiCT^ecf4he4M- us e r as th e-ttsef-w-ho-seft Hh e receiv e d 
I M; bused on a - d c t c rmination determ ined that the received IM includes content 
that is to be added to a web log a^>ei-ate4-w4fh f he4M-u s*f-wh< > sen i t h e- received 
IM: and hased-en as a consequence of having identified the web log as bong 
associated with the IM user who sent the received IM. determine that the we b log 
identified as bei ng associated wi th the IM user wh o s ent the received J M j^Uie 
web log, from among the collectio n of web logs, to whic h .the con tern ni the 
received IM is to be added; and 

store the content included in the received IM vl^-was-^tetowfhed~H:vbe 

reeeived4M as a web log entry in the web log identified as being associated with 
the IM user who sent the received I Mr IM based o n having determin ed that th e 
identified web log is the web log to which th e conten t inc luded in the rece ived I M 
is to be added. 
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49. (Previously presented) The system of claim 48, further comprising a database for 
storing help messages associated with the IM software agent. 

50. ( Previously presented) The system of claim 49, wherein the IM software agent is 
further configured to send help messages to each of the multiple users identifiable to the IM host 
system. 

51 . (Currently amended) A system for enabling web logging by multiple users of an 
instant message (IM) system, the system comprising: 

a message processor configured to receive IMs from multiple users identifiable to an IM 

host system; 

means io r receivi n g an IM ; 

means for identifying, fremnme^ Ifiia received 

IM, an IM user who sent the received IM, 

means for determining [[if|] that the received IM includes co ntentjhat is to be added to a 
web teg^s^>6k^ed-with the us e r who soni the received IM; log: 

means for accessing data that records associations betw een indjyiduah^ within a 
collection of web logs and correspondin g user identi fi ers that are associated with the Individual 
we b logs; 

means for co m paring a user identifier corr esponding to t he IM user\^_scnnfe 
least some of the u ser identifiers within the accessed data; 

means for identifying, from among [ [a]] the collection of web logs, a web log as being 
associated with the user who sent the received IM~ IMhasejon res u 1 t s of e : o L » iipann^jLU§gf 
identifier corresponding to the IM use r who sent the recei ved IM to the u sej jdeiuifiers w 'ilhinilie 
accessed data ; 

means for determini ng that the we b log i dentified as be ing associated with, theJMjjser 
who sent the rec eived IM is the w eb lou. from among the collection of,^.Joi;sao.\!dlich l he 
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content included in the received I M is to be added base d on having identified t h e web log as 

beinu associated wit h the user who sent th e rec eived IM ; and 

means for adding the conten t i ncluded in the received IM to the identified web log bast*! 



on h a vin g i <fef^fie44J=H»-I.M u s er -wbo-senj 



|M4s4e b e a dde c Me-tl^e-web-k> g a s sociated wit h4 ho us e r who sent t t^-fe6ei^^4MT^md based on 
having detenu ined tha t the identified [[the]] web log as4^ng^s^^^ 
^ rece i v e d IM . is the we b log to which the content included in thej^ceiy^ 



52. (Currently amended) The system of claim 5K wherein the means for kl eiuifywg-a 
web4og^s-bei+^g^set7H^ the rece ivetHM accessinu data tha i 
records associati ons betw een individual w e b logs within a collection of w eb logs and 
c orresponding user i dentifiers that a re associated with t he i nd ivid ual web logs includes a 
database configured to store w- fo rm at i o n - on- ex-islfflg the associati ons between th e in dividual w eb 
loos wi t hin the collec t i o n of w e b lous a nd th e corre sponding user K iennfiersth^ 

with the indiv idual web togs. 

53. (Original) The system of claim 52, wherein the database indexes each of the existing 
web logs by a screen name associated with the user who created the web log. 



54. (Currently amended) A computer program stored on a computer readable medium, 
the computer program comprising instructions for; 

receiving instant messages (IMs) from at least two IM users; and 
for a received IM: 

d e term i n i na t hat the re ceived I M includ es conlcn t t hat is to be added to a web log. 



identifying an IM user who sent the received IM, 
del ermi nkvg-M-fch^f ^e*ved4 M incl u itefr€€H^v^that4s-t^- Winkieti- 

-wk4vthelM-tt5e^ 
based on having identified the IM user who sent the receivMJM; 
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ac cess data that record s association s between jn djyj^ljULcLL^y ^2J^L^%J^yiLllLQ-y 
collection o f mu ltiple web logs an d c orrespondi ng user ide in { Hers that a re 
associated with th e i ndividua l web log s, 

compa re a user id entifier corre sponding to the t M user vyhc)_senj_Lhe 
received IM to at least some of the user i dentifiers,,^ 

based on results -o f comparing the use r identifier c orresponding to th e 1 .VI 
u ser who sent the re ceived jM» identifying, from among [[a]] the collection of 
web logs, a web log as being associated with the IM user who sent the IM, [[and]] 
based on MeRttfymg4 he I M use r-whe-senH h e r e c ei ved t M . base^-fHVtk^ T mwlng 
havin g determined that the received I'M includes content that is to be added to a web log 
asseektted- wit h th e I M us e r - who s e nt the rec eived4M yund based -efH^eBri-iy^ftg amUsa 
conse que nce of h aving identi fied the web log as being associated with the IM user who 
sent the IM. deie^ web log identif ied as bcin^ 

who sent the received IM is the w eb log, f rom amon g the col lection of web logs . lo which 
the content included in the received [M is to be adde d; and 

storing the content included in the received IM ttatrwas-deteHWHa^ 

the identified web log based on having deter mined thai the id cnjjjMw'eh_lo& is the 
web log to which the content i n the rec eived IM is to be added. 

55. (Previously presented) The method of claim L wherein the interactive software 

agent is an IM hot, such that: 

identifying, to an IM host system, an interactive software agent that has a screen name 
and is configured to receive and respond to IMs from users of the IM host system includes 
identifying, to an IM host system, an IM bot that has a screen name and is configured to receive 
and respond to IMs from users of the IM host system; and 

receiving, at the interactive software agent, an IM from an I'M sender that is addressed to 
the screen name for the interactive software agent and that includes content that is lo be added to 
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a web Jog associated with the !M sender includes receiving, at the IM hot, an IM from an IM 
sender that is addressed to the screen name for the IM hot and that includes content that is to be 
added to a web log associated with the IM sender. 

56. (Currently amended) The method of claim K further comprising: 

displaying the screen name for the interactive software agent in an IM participant list for 

the instant message sender; 

enabling the instant message sender to replace the screen name for the interactive 
software agent displayed in the IM participant list with an alias for the interactive software agent; 

receiving a new IM addressed to the alias for the interactive software agent from the 

instant message sender; and 

in response to receiving the new IM from the IM sender that is addressed to the alias lot 

the interactive software agent: 

based on the new 4M IM. identifying, from among the users of the IM host 
system, the IM sender as the IM user that sent the new IM: 

processing the new-' IM to determine if the new IM includes content that is to be 
added to a web log associated with the IM sender; 

based on having identified the IM sender as the IM user that sent the new IM. 
identifying, from among the collection of web logs, the web log as being associated with 
the IM sender; and 

based on having identified the IM sender as the IM user who sent the new IM, 
based on determining that the new IM includes content that is to be added to a web log 
associated with the IM sender, and based on having identified the web log as being 
associated with the IM sender, adding the content included in the new IM that was 
determined to be content that is to be added to a web log associated with the IM sender to 
the web log identified as being associated with the IM sender. 

57. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
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receiving, at the interactive software agent, another 1M from the IM sender that is 
addressed to the screen name for the interactive software agent and that includes; an instruction to 
be executed bv the interactive software agent but that does not include content thai is to be added 
to a web log associated with the IM sender; 

in response to receiving the other IM from the IM sender that is addressed to the screen 
name for the interactive software agent: 

processing the other IM to determine if the other IM includes an instruction to be 

executed by the interactive software agent; 

processing the other IM to determine if the other IM includes content that is to be 

added to a web log associated with the IM sender; and * 

in response to a determination that the IM includes an instruction to be executed 

by the interactive software agent and a determination that the IM does not include content 

that is to be added to a web log associated with the IM sender, executing the instruction 

to be executed by the interactive software agent without adding any content included in 

the other IM to a web log associated with the IM sender. 

58. (Previously presented) The method of claim 57 wherein: 
receiving another IM from the IM sender that is addressed to the screen name for the 
interactive software agent and that includes an instruction to be executed by the interactive 
software agent but does not include content that is to be added to a web log associated with the 
IM sender includes receiving another IM from the IM sender that is addressed to the screen name 
for the interactive software agent and that includes an instruction to delete, from the web log 
identified as being associated with the IM sender, the content that was included in the IM and 
added to the web log identified as being associated with the IM sender; and 

executing the instruction to be executed by the interactive software agent without adding 
any content included in the other IM to a web log associated with the IM sender includes 
deleting, from the web log identified as being associated with the IM sender, the content that was 
included in the IM and added to the web log identified as heing associated with the IM sender. 
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59. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 Further comprising: 

receiving another IM from the IM sender that is addressed to a screen name for another 
user of the IM host system; and 

delivering the other IM to the other user of the IM host system without adding any 
content included in the other IM to a web log associated with the IM sender. 

60. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

displaying, to another user, the web log identified as being associated with the IM sender, 
including the content that was included in the IM and that was added to the web log identified as 
being associated w ith the IM sender; 

receivine, from the other user to whom the web log is displayed, additional content to add 
to the web log identified as being associated with the IM sender; and 

in response to receiving the additional content to add to the web log identified as being 
associated with the IM sender, adding the additional content to the web log identified as being 
associated with the IM sender. 

61. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
receiving, at the interactive software agent, another IM from the IM sender that is 

addressed to the screen name for the interactive software agent and that includes an instruction to 
edit a post on a web log associated with the IM sender; 

in response to receiving the other IM from the IM sender that is addressed to the screen 
name for the interactive software agent: 

identifying, from among the users of the IM host system, the IM sender as the IM 

user that sent the other IM, 

processing the other IM to determine if the other IM includes an instruction to be 

executed by the interactive software agent. 
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based on identifying the IM sender as the IM user that sent the other IM 
identifying the web log as being associated with the IM sender, and 

executing the instruction to edit the post on the web log identified as the web log 
associated with the IM sender on which a post is to be edited. 

62. (Previously presented) The method of claim I wherein: 

the content that is to be added to a web log associated with the IM sender includes text: 

and 

the method further comprises spell-checking the text after receiving the IM from the IM 
sender at the interactive software agent. 



